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Originally released in 2012 but topping the UK book charts again this year due to the recent film 

adaption, John Green’s novel The Fault in Our Stars (2012) rules young adult fiction as a breath-taking 

masterpiece.  

Hazel Grace Lancaster is a teenaged cancer patient whose terminal illness in her lungs has paused in 

its decline thanks to a recently discovered medicine. Hazel has resigned herself to her future and 

perhaps imminent death, and has lived with the metaphorical mentality that she is a grenade. She 

hopes to minimize casualties by not getting close to any additional people in her life, but to make her 

parents happy she agrees to go to a support group. 

Meet Augustus Waters. A witty and charming cancer survivor himself, Augustus shows up at the 

group one day to help out a friend, and Hazel is brought on board a rollercoaster of a plot twist she 

never could have seen coming. From wish granting factories and lonely swing sets to tracking down 

the fictional author of a fictional book on the other side of the world, sparks just fly. The two of them 

fall head over heels for each other, and the reader cannot help but fall for their unique story. 

The reader journeys with Hazel and Augustus through light-hearted laughs with their friends as well 

as desperate phone calls in the middle of the night. There is also a substantial amount of 

philosophical themes throughout the novel as they wrestle with the meaning of life and death in the 

face of tragedy.  

How each character is written is very well done. The situation they find themselves in—boy loves girl, 

girl has cancer—is not sugar-coated, making them seem believable and more like actual people 

rather than fictional characters.  Additionally, what they think and say still echoes many pages later.  

Unlike many other romances in this genre, from cover to cover I found this book is extremely hard to 

put down. One moment a character is quoting Shakespeare and the next they are tasting the stars in 

Amsterdam. The book, as well as either of the above, I would recommend to anyone. 
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